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We would be delighted to have 
your news, announcements and 

events. Please email or write:
bea.holden@live.com 
18 Main St. 770247

Julie Walker 5 Main St. 770276December
17th Carol Singing around the 
village, 6.30pm
18th School Pantomime, 
McCandlish Hall, 7pm
21st School closes at 2.30pm

Dates for your Diary
23rd Christmas Cheer. Soup and 
Sandwiches, McCandlish Hall
25th Christmas Day
26th Boxing Day
31st Hogmanay Party in the Hall, 
bring a bottle and nibbles

A warm welcome to the new owners of Blairquhan, Amanda and 
Michael Zhou and to Maiqin McColm who will be deputy general 
manager of the castle. Mr and Mrs Zhou are owners of a mineral 
water company, Ganten, and are looking to diversify into providing 
upmarket accommodation with an emphasis on visitors from China 
and the far east. They are sensitive to the history of the castle and 
wish to preserve and maintain the traditional assets.

In January WilloWind intend to hold an exhibition to show the people 
of Straiton and surrounding areas their proposals for erecting wind 
turbines near Linfairn and Knockgardner. ScottishPower Renewa-
bles have proposals for 26 turbines behind the monument hill and 
npower are interested in developing a small site near Straiton too. It 
is vital, if you are concerned, to visit the exhibition and express your 
views – either for or against – or you might have concerns over roads 
or infrastructure issues. It was hoped to arrange a public meeting 
where all 3 companies could present their plans but ScottishPower 
were unable to attend and WilloWind preferred to present their plans  
in isolation.                                Bea Holden

Happy Birthday
Cameron Prakash, 11 on 9th Dec
Finn Rowden, 4 on 12th Dec
Angus & Kitty Colquhoun 2 on 
13th Dec
Rory Marshall 3 on 9th Jan
Isla Mason 9 on 17th Jan
David Kidd 4 on 20th Jan
Cameron Nisbet 9 on 28th Jan
James McWhirter 8 on 4th Feb

Congratulations to Peter Clap-
ton (Glenhead) who celebrated 
his 70th recently, and to Eoghan 
Baird (Glengill) who was 60.

January
7th School resumes
17th Exhibition by WilloWind, 
3-5pm 7-9pm McCandlish Hall



�e Minister Writes
With the coming of the Christmas season, 
the ‘giving of gifts’ will occupy our minds.  
For some, the yearly ritual of the Christmas 
shopping has already started and is well 
underway. Others, however, will leave this 
onerous task until the last minute, with a 
hurried dash round the shops late in the 
afternoon of Christmas Eve. Whatever form 

the shopping takes, the ‘giving of gifts’ will be much thought about 
and debated in the days leading up to Christmas.
It is often said nowadays that the ‘giving of gifts’ has become 
excessive.  We hear people express the view that, children especially, 
are given gifts which are excessive both in price and in quantity.  
There is indeed a sense in which the ‘giving of gifts’ has become 
extravagant, and far exceeds the simplicity and prudence practised 
by previous generations, thereby turning the festival of Christmas 
from a spiritual occasion into an expensive commercial enterprise.
Yet it must be remembered that at the very heart of our Christmas 
celebrations there is the ‘giving of a gift’. In Mary’s child, God in his 
extravagant love came among us to live as one of us, and to share 
our human experience. As the writer of St John’s Gospel (1:14) puts 
it so beautifully and poetically:
‘the Word became flesh: he made his home among us, and we saw 
his glory, and glory as befits the Father’s only Son, full of grace and 
truth.’
Irrespective of how we feel about the ‘giving of gifts’, at the core of 
the Christian story is the ‘giving of a gift’ – God’s extravagant giving 
of himself in Jesus Christ for the redemption of the world.  
In these days of social, economic and political uncertainties, and 
when peace on earth is shattered by wars and rumours of war, let 
God’s greatest gift – the precious gift of the Christ-child – be a light in 
our darkness, and a guide to lead us safely on our way.
Janet and I wish you and your loved ones a joyful and a peaceful 
Christmas, with richest blessings both in the New Year and 
throughout 2013.                        W. Gerald Jones

Nicole Gray
Podiatry BSc (hons) MChS
HPC Registered

T 07870 581 171
E nicole44_45@hotmail.com

Mobile Chiropody

How to contact 
your local 

and national 
representatives

Along with Kirkmichael and 
Crosshill, Straiton has three 
community councillors and their 
contact details can be found 
on the back page. Meetings are 
usually held on the last Tuesday 
of the month alternating between 
the three villages. Contact 
details for other representatives 
are as follows:

Maybole, North Carrick and 
Coylton Councillors

Ann Galbraith
Home Tel: 01655 740447
Office Tel: 01292 612687
Email: ann.galbraith@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

Brian Connolly
Mobile Tel: 07970 540591
Office Tel: 01292 612274
Email: brian.connolly@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

William Grant
Mobile Tel: 07794037597
Office Tel: 01292 612479
Email: william.grant@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

Sandra Goldie
Home Tel: 01292 570054
Office Tel: 01292 612293
Email: sandra.goldie@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

MSP and MP

Adam Ingram MSP
Office 1, 4 The Square,
Cumnock KA18 1BG 
Tel: 01290 425874
Email: adam.ingram.msp@
scottish-parliament.uk

Sandra Osborne MP
139 Main St, Ayr KA8 8BX
Fax: 01292 885661
Email: osbornes@parliament.uk

Christmas Cards
It has been reported that the village toilet block needs a new roof, 
so I hope it will be of mutual benefit when I announce that, this 
year, instead of distributing cards to my friends in the village, I will 
make a substantial donation to the ‘Toilet Fund’.  
Bruce Henderson, Milton Lodge

Village News
Congratulations James and Lisa 
(nee Kay) Mair on the birth of 
Emma born on the 11th Novem-
ber, a little sister to Harvey.
Congratulations to Ben and Elsie 
Murray (Knockbreck Road) on 
their Golden Wedding anniver-
sary in November.
We wish Helen McDowall 
(Knockbreck Road) a long and 
happy retirement. Helen has 
worked at Blairquhan for 34 
years and enjoyed a lunch at 
Wildings with all her colleagues.
We wish Fiona Bowman all the 
best during her recent stay in Ayr 
Hospital. Fiona has now moved 
to Girvan Hospital and is making 
good progress.

Thank you

Thank you to everyone who 
so generously contributed 
towards the retirement gift 
with which I was presented at 
the hall centenary party. It was 
so good of you all and such 
a lovely surprise. I was really 
moved by your thoughtful-
ness. Thank you once again.
Georgie.

Sportinghouse Strings
Tickets sold out within a few weeks of going on sale for Putting on 
the Ritz - an afternoon tea with a jazz band at Blairquhan. An evening 
performance was arranged to satisfy demand with wine and cake 
replacing the tea. The music was simply brilliant; Martin Litton was 
on the piano, Richard Vernon on Bass and ‘Spats’ Lanholm on banjo, 
mandolin and vocals. They entertained an appreciative audience with 
mainstream jazz from New Orleans and some ragtime numbers.
Organiser Katie would like to thank everyone who attended the con-
certs, Sir Patrick and Lady Marguerite Hunter Blair for their hospitality 
and their friendly and efficient staff; Marion McMorland and her team 
for organising the afternoon tea and Dorothy McFadzean for her tasty 
sandwiches; all the people who made generous donations; the local 
businesses who took sales tables and the companies who donated 
raffle prizes, and last but not least, her own helpers who made the 
whole event run so smoothly. All money raised from this event went 
to the Yorkhill Children’s Hospital.

If you fancy some fresh air and 
exercise before eating your 
Christmas pud, you might like 
to take part in a festive dip. The 
girls of Carrick Academy who 
are hoping to travel to Peru next 
summer to work with street boys 
are organising a fundraising sea 
swim.
It will take place at noon on 
Saturday 22nd December at Ayr 
Beach...brrrrr. We are hoping that 
people will sponsor us to brave 
the waves, but we are also invit-
ing anyone else interested to join 
us. Pay £5 to our fund and then 
collect sponsors for your own 
good cause. 

Christmas Plunge

Here’s hoping for an unseasonally 
warm day! If you want to join us or 
sponsor us, contact me on 770359 
or online at  rosebaird14@gmail.com
Rose Baird

©Alexander Crawford

Geoff Campbell
Painter&Decorator

Interior and exterior work carried  
out to the highest standard
Knockdon, near Straiton

01655 770262 (evenings only)



A Fond Farewell
Mrs Shirley Miller, the school clerical assistant moved to a clerical 
post at Prestwick Academy on Monday, 19th November 2012. She 
had been with the school for over four years and will be missed. 
Shirley went beyond the job title and got really involved with the 
children. She led the JRSO (Junior Road Safety Officer) group and 
set up and helped the children with their computer work. Mrs Miller 
loved the Adventure Centre for Education (ACE) outings and always 
got fully involved! Paddling canoes, lighting fires for hot chocolate or 
building dens!
We wish her well in her new post and know she will be an asset to 
her new school.
Ann Wilson, Acting Head Teacher

Harvest Festival
This year’s harvest festival assembly took place on Friday, 12th 
October at 2pm in the school. The focus was harvest across the 
world and a collection of £19.28 was donated to Christian Aid. It 
was lovely to see so many parents and friends there. Mr Jones, our 
School Chaplain attended too.
 
Halloween
The school and nursery had Halloween celebrations where the 
children and staff dressed up! Pumpkin Treasure Hunt, Dress the 
Mummy, Pin the Spider on the Web and, of course, Dookin’ for 
Apples were some of the fun activities.

Straiton Primary Aprons
I don’t think our kids know 
what an apron is. The principle of 
Grandma’s apron was to protect 
the dress underneath, but along 
with that, it served as a potholder 
for removing for hot pans from 
the oven. It was wonderful for 
drying children’s tears, on occa-
sion was even used for cleaning 
dirty ears. From the chicken coop, 
the apron was used for carry-
ing eggs, fussy chickens, and 
sometimes half-hatched eggs 
to be f inished in the warm-
ing oven. When company came 
those aprons were ideal hiding 
places for shy kids. And when 
the weather was cold, Grandma 
wrapped it around her arms. 
Those big aprons wiped many a 
perspiring brow, bent over the hot 
wood stove. Chips and kindling 
wood were brought into the 
kitchen in that apron. From the 
garden, it carried all sorts of veg-
etables. After the peas had been 
shelled it carried out the hulls. In 
the autumn, the apron was used 
to bring in apples that had fallen 
from the trees. When unexpected 
company drove up the road, it 
was surprising how much furni-
ture that old apron could dust 
in a matter of seconds. When 
dinner was ready, Grandma 
walked out onto the porch, waved 
her apron, and the men knew 
it was time to come in from the 
f ields for dinner. It will be a long 
time before someone invents 
something that will replace “that 
old apron” that served so many 
purposes.

The auction that took place in the school hall on the 30th of 
November raised a staggering £654.22. This was part of the 

MICRO-TYCO challenge.
He was dying all his life.

Berlioz on Chopin

Hire Fabulous Fraser to entertain 
your guests with magic

Fabulous
Fraser

Fraser is a member of the  
Kilmarnock Magic Circle 

www.fabulousfraser.co.uk
or on 01655 770370 or email  
fraser@fabulousfraser.co.uk

Repertoire includes: Card tricks, 
Children’s tricks, Comedy tricks, 
Stage tricks, Balloon modelling, 
Large Prop tricks, Fire tricks and 
“Wow, how did he do that?”

Junior Badminton
8-16 years 6.30 - 8pm

Adult Badminton
over 16s 8 - 10pm

Mondays in the  
McCandlish Hall

Contact Jen Williams  
on 770254

Jeanette Heggs (Longcroft) with Gerald and Jennie Bacon (Largs) 
enjoying Harvest Lunch in the Hall.

STRAITON AT CHRISTMAS 2012
�e Minister and Kirk Session of Straiton (St Cuthbert’s) Parish Church

send you and your loved ones their warmest Christmas greetings

CHRISTMAS DIARY
Sunday, 16th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent - 12 noon

followed by Holy Communion Candlelight Service at 6.30pm. at Straiton 
(St Cuthbert’s) Parish Church

Sunday, 23rd December - 4th Sunday of Advent - 12 noon
Family Celebration of Christmas

Monday, 24th December - Christmas Eve Watchnight Service - 11.30pm
Kirkmichael Parish Church

Tuesday, 25th December - Short Christmas Day Celebration at 10.30am
Kirkmichael Parish Church

Sunday, 30th December 2012 - Service of Hymns, Readings and Prayers 
for the Last Sunday of the Year at 12 noon

Sunday 6th January 2013 Service of Hymns, Readings and Prayers for 
the First Sunday of the New Year at 12 noon

(�e Coming of the Wise Men to Jesus)

We warmly invite you and your friends to join us at any of our services
during Advent and Christmas

I like Wagner’s music better than 
anybody’s. It is so loud that one 

can talk the whole time.
Oscar Wilde



Two Memorable McCandlish Nights
Auction of Promises

A great evening was had by all at the Auction of Promises held in October.  
The Auction was held in aid of Straiton St Cuthbert’s Parish Church and 
raised around £7,000, a tremendous sum from just one evening. 

Auctioneer Bill Stevens kept us in stitches with a constant stream of 
jokes. Memorable lots included a 3 night break for up to 16 at Portpat-
rick which went for over £800, Afternoon Tea for 8 at Tairlaw provided 
by Jayne Murdoch which was bought by Robert Kay and innumerable 
bags of potatoes; these were not just potatoes these were Scott Dunlop 
potatoes. The generosity of local businesses and people was evident in 
the sheer quantity of lots up for sale; from babysitting, gardening and car 
servicing to fishing permits, rounds of golf and a fantastic selection of 
foods including langoustine, venison, lamb, beef and pork and yet more 
potatoes.

The night ran smoothly thanks to the superb organisation provide by 
Church elders assisted by their spouses. Along with the main auction was 
a  silent one of donated items; some excellent wines, paintings, a basket 
of speciality foods, a flat-screen television and tapestries were on offer.

A delicious buffet was also provided and the bar did a brisk trade.

The final lot of the night went for £350 - the chance to ring the Church 
bells at Hogma-
nay to bring in the 
New Year - went to 
Niamh Hunter Blair. Netta Henderson cuts the cake

Lesley and Tom Dowman (Main St)

Ronnie Robertson (Traboyack) enjoys a glass of wine with Trish Selick 
(Steppends) who successfully bid for several lots including a cooking 
lesson and half a lamb.

Samuel and Jen Williams 
(Dalmellington Road)

Bill Steven, Auctioneer, 
Stand-up, Raconteur and Master 
of Ceremonies

Anniversary couple Elizabeth and 
Hubert Thomson (Kirkmichael)

All the money raised will be used 
towards the Restoration and 
Restore Project which includes 
both front-facing stained glass 
windows.

Extra tables were 
quickly brought 
in and set up as 
more and more 
people arrived for 
the Auction - as 
shown it was 
standing room 
only by the end.

Centenary Party
The Hall Committee invited the village and friends to celebrate the 100th  
year of the McCandlish Hall. Once again a great night was had by all. The 
Rev. Gerald Jones gave a short speech detailing some of the history of 
the formation of the Hall; initially there were three Trustees and the Com-
mittee who ran the Hall. Of the three Trustees only he remains involved 
with the Hall. The others were the Parish Clerk and Schoolmaster. He 
mentioned the many groups and societies, parties and occasions the Hall 
has hosted over the years and what an integral part of the village it was.

Netta Henderson (Balbeg) one of the oldest residents of Straiton (looks 
can be deceiving) cut the birthday cake. Later Hughie Simpson sang a 
couple of songs including I’ll Take You Home Again Kathleen – an old 
favourite. Hughie worked on Blairquhan Estate for many years before 
retiring to Kirkmichael. Also from Kirkmichael were Elizabeth and Hubert 
Thomson who celebrated their Wedding Anniversary that very evening.

It was fitting that Georgie Watson, the Hall Janitor for many years and 
very recently retired was presented with a bouquet and some vouchers in 
appreciation of all her hard work. 

An excellent band entertained the party-goers with pop music from the 
past few decades along with the odd Gay Gordons. The Hall Committee 
provided a beautiful and scrumptious buffet. 

Thank you to all the Committee for a splendid party.

Gerald Jones in full flow

Flora Mullen with her father, Hughie Simpson (Kirkmichael)

Ronnie Robertson and 
Frances Murray

Newly retired Georgie Watson

Martha McWhirter (Linfairn) and 
Drew Murray (Dalmorton)



The Black Bull Hotel
Dinner served  
from 6 to 9pm

Open weekends  
for lunch and dinner

Beer Garden
Lovely room available 
for private functions

A warm welcome awaits you 
from Kenny and Jane

01655 770240

From Our MSP
Broadband access and afford-
ability remains a contentious issue 
locally, which has been exacer-
bated by the rapid advancement 
in technology. As a longstand-
ing campaigner for accessible 
and cheaper broadband services 
I welcome the progress being 
made. However, we still have a 
long way to go before the require-
ments of the local communities 
and businesses are met.
BT recently announced that more 
than a million Scottish homes and 
businesses will have access to 
BT’s fibre broadband network by 

the end of next year. Girvan is one of 35 communities to benefit, with 
the upgrade due in 2013. Whilst this is a welcome step we should 
keep in mind that BT are a commercial company and will not fund 
investment that is not commercially viable. We cannot leave it to the 
market to realise our digital potential.
The SNP Government recognises the importance of access to super-
fast broadband and recently published Scotland’s Digital Future: 
Infrastructure Action Plan. It outlines two initiatives – firstly, Step 
Change 2015 will address the current digital divide and put in place 
infrastructure in those areas that the market will currently not go.
Secondly, a smaller but no less important initiative, the Community 
Broadband Initiative, will support community groups to deliver 
innovative solutions either in terms of technology, financing 
or delivery. Funding will concentrate in the most hard to reach 
communities which are unlikely to get next generation broadband 
under the 2015 programme.
South Ayrshire Council are actively seeking funding for their propos-
als and we should have some news of their success early 2013.
As you would expect I am keen to ensure that there is equality in 
access throughout the constituency and I will continue to make 
that case for this with both service providers and the Scottish 
Government.                   Adam Ingram MSP

�e Guild
The new session of the Guild is 
well underway with president 
Agnes Kirk at the helm. At the 
first meeting, members had 
an illustrated talk from James 
Silvester from the Dark Skies 
observatory at Craigengillan 
estate. At the next we visited 
Culzean Gardens, via beautiful 
slides shown by head gardener, 
Susan Russell. In December 
members will be visiting Malin 
Court for a pre-Christmas 
dinner where we hold our AGM.  
Looking forward to next year we 
will be having talks from, Mary’s 
Meals, Cheesemaking and Asian 
expeditions. The Guild meetings 
are very friendly and are open 
to everyone. Look out for our 
posters.

Christmas Wishes

Last year, instead of send-
ing local cards, we adopted a 
donkey called  Joey from the 
Elisabeth Svendsen Trust (part 
of The Donkey Sanctuary).  
Joey is based in Leeds where 
he  works therapeutically with 
both children with disabilities 
and residents in care homes.  
It is such a worthwhile char-
ity that we are going to renew 
our sponsorship this year.  So, 
Season’s Greetings to all of 
you from All of Us. You can 
view the charity’s work online 
on www.thedonkeysanctaury.
org.uk.

Happy Christmas
from �e Bairds, Glengill

Peter’s Pick
I bought a second hand book of Scottish love poems. On the inside 
cover someone had written “with all my love, page 63.” So this is the 
poem.

Duo

Bathed in her breath I basked beside her, weak 
and trembling. She had burst beneath me like 
A bomb, her body banging upward, teak- 
Hard and beautiful, �rm as a spike,  
Bold as a bitch ... and a bitch she was, 
Snarling once and tearing more than once; 
A beast with blood on her raking claws. 
Below me, slipping from me, not an ounce 
Of strength within me, a sudden spasm bent 
Her backwards, arched like a bridge. A shudder, a shriek, 
Collapse, and, for a moment death. Spent, 
My heart insane, without the power to speak, 
I could only lie and listen to her breathing: 
I could only lie and listen to her breathing.

Back to back until the last button tied 
Us once again to our anonymity, 
Clipped and casual in attempts to hide 
�e awkwardness of our sterility 
In the a�ermath’s uneasy air, we made 
What reparations necessary. Rain 
Was pounding on the street outside. My frayed 
Hair combed, my collar neat, I tried to train 
My tongue to a convincing lie. ‘I’ll come 
Again,’ I said. She didn’t show delight 
Exactly, but smiled. ‘Why not! I’m always home 
About this time.’ She knew the signs all right. 
We kissed to the sound of my shu�ing feet. 
Two minutes later I was on the street.

William Keys (born 1928)

Bairns and Beasts
15 going-on 16 year old available now for babysitting both 

children and animals! In addition to hands-on experience, 
I am a trainee Young Leader with the Brownies and have 

completed First Response first aid training.
I have personal experience with dogs, cats, horses, rabbits, 
guinea pigs and sheep, and have been volunteering with the 

local vets for a year now.
My rates are reasonable and I can be delivered to and 

collected from you. If you like, we are also happy to provide 
a ‘taxi’ service for you to your night out.

Rose Baird 01655 770359
(Saving hard to visit Peru next summer with Carrick Academy and 

the Vine Trust to work with street boys)

Halloween Party
The WRI held their annual Hal-
loween party in the Hall at the 
end of October. Here are some 
of the excellent costumes.



Cockburn�
Gallery

Fine Art & Restoration
The Cockburn Gallery staff 

cordially invite you to visit the 
gallery to view the exhibits in 

our Christmas Exhibition. 
The gallery has a wide range 
of paintings and prints keenly 

priced with discounts on certain 
works. We have recently 

acquired new and exciting stock 
by renowned artists such as 

Peter Howson, Frank Mcfadden, 
Grahame McKean. Exclusive 
glassware is also available 
making excellent gifts. The 

Christmas exhibition will run till 
the end of January. Gallery staff 

are keen to welcome you to  
visit and browse at your leisure.  
You may find that unique gift  
for that someone special in 
your life or possibly select a 
Christmas treat for yourself. 

Open Thur-Sat 10-5pm
Sunday 12-4pm

41 High Street, Maybole
Ayrshire KA19 7AB

01655 884067
e: cockburngallery@live.com
w: www.cockburngallery.net

Curtains, Cushions & Crafts
Curtain, Blind and Pelmet Making Service

Free measure and estimate
Samantha Jane McWhirter 14 Dalmellington Road, Straiton KA19 7NG
01655 770315 or 07884 076 313  samjomcwhirter.309@btinternet.com

The west facing wall of St Cuthbert’s Church (shown above) has had 
the rendering removed exposing the beautiful stonework. It is just 
possible to make out evidence of a previous, slightly lower pitched 
roof than the present one. Specialist architects will advise whether 
the wall can be left un-rendered or not and also give advice on the 
other walls which still have their rendering in place and are also in 
need of further repair or stripping.

Extracts from the Straiton News December 1985
Great fun and excitement, we are sure, will take place 
on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm 
prompt, in the McCandlish Hall when The Carrick Players 
will present their Triple Bill.
Mr Wilmot reports that the first play is a farce which 
provides an excellent opportunity to show off the dra-
matic talents of an all-female cast. It is called ‘The 
Mad Hatters of Mayfair’ (More Mad Hatter??) Then fol-
lows an American thriller set in the Scott Fitzgerald 
period. This is ‘High Window’ which through atmosphere 
and tension builds up to a violent climax. Finally a 
roisterous Scots comedy rounds off the evening. This 
has a resemblance to the Portrait Gallery scene in 
the Gilbert & Sullivan ‘Ruddigore’. It is called ‘The 
Bonesetter’. Lots of fun to be had so do join us on the 
Friday or Saturday, or both, if you like.

The vision of the Zero Waste Scotland Volunteer Programme is to 
create a community based partnership of volunteers, to work together 
across Scotland delivering the Zero Waste Scotland campaigns to 
householders and communities. 
The sharing of these practical and helpful campaign messages will 
play a vital role in Scotland becoming a genuinely zero waste society, 
where all resources are valued and used responsibly.
Volunteers undertake a full training programme supported by their 
local Zero Waste Coordinator and are encouraged to share best 
practice across the network and can specialise in their own areas 
of interest, choose the number of hours that they contribute by 
attending events, generating media coverage and providing advice 
and support to householders. Drawing on their own skills, experience 
and local knowledge they will work to encourage a change in public 
opinion and behavior towards waste.
As Scotland works towards ambitious targets to reduce its waste to 
landfill to 5% by 2025, everyone has the opportunity to work together 
to make real change locally and nationally. 
You can help!
Ayrshire Business in the Community is working in partnership with 
Zero Waste Scotland in South Ayrshire. The key activities of our 
Volunteers will be to deliver the campaign messages effectively at a 
local level. These include the Home Composting, Love Food Hate 
Waste, Recycle Now and other waste reduction and prevention 
campaigns. Leaflets with information on reducing waste as well as 
spaghetti measurers to encourage portion control and avoid waste 
have been delivered to Straiton Stores, Kirkmichael Community Shop 
and Crosshill.
If you would like to volunteer with our group please contact Anne 
Blacklock the South Ayrshire Volunteer Coordinator by either 
email: zerowastescotland@ayrshirebic.org or T: 01292 670153  
www.ayrshirebic.org  
facebook.com/abiczerowaste    twitter@abiczw
If you are a group or school or other organisation in South Ayrshire 
interested in helping us to promote the Zero Waste initiatives then 
please email your details as above and our co-ordinator will contact 
you to discuss further. 

Zero Waste Volunteer Programme 
Help us make Scotland a Zero Waste Society!

A brilliant Bonfire Night was 
enjoyed by young and old alike. 
Delicious home-made soups 
were very welcome on a cold, 
but dry evening. The spicy 
Moroccan was particularly good.  
Thanks to the Picnic Committee 
for all their hard work in organis-
ing this event.

Straiton WRI
The next meeting of the WRI is on 
the 19th December at 7.30pm. 
Guest speaker this month 
is Carol Mason ‘It Shouldn’t 
Happen to a Vet!’
Competitions are; 
• Christmas Table Decoration 
• Pet Photograph with Caption
Old and new members are very 
welcome.
The Whist held at the end of 
November raised £500. Thank 
you to everyone who came.

The floods at the end of 
November were the worst for 
many, many years. The course 
of the river in this photograph is 
beyond the white fencing in the 
background!

Popular music is popular 
because a lot of people like it.

Irving Berlin



Service 361 is provided by Stagecoach (Strathclyde Partnership for Transport)

Traveline Scotland 0871 200 22 33 open 24 hours 7 days a week

Bus Timetable Mon to Sat. On leaving Ayr the bus stops outside Skills Development on Carrick St and 
Burns Statue Square

Straiton 7.00 9.17 11.17 13.17 15.17 17.47 19.17 21.47
Crosshill 7.15 9.25 11.25 13.25 15.25 17.55 19.25 21.55
Kirkmichael 7.26 9.32 11.32 13.32 15.32 10.02 19.32 22.02
Maybole 7.33 9.40 11.40 13.40 15.40 18.10 19.40 22.10
Ayr Hosp 7.48 10.05 12.05 14.05 16.05 18.35 20.05 22.35
Ayr 8.03 10.20 12.20 14.20 16.20 18.50 20.20 22.50

Ayr 6.02 8.12 10.12 12.12 14.12 16.42 18.12 20.42
Ayr Hosp 6.18 8.29 10.26 12.26 14.26 16.56 18.26 20.56
Maybole 6.36 8.51 10.51 12.51 14.51 17.21 18.51 21.21
Kirkmichael 6.43 8.59 10.59 12.59 14.59 17.29 18.59 21.29
Crosshill 6.50 9.07 11.07 13.07 15.07 17.37 19.07 21.45
Straiton 6.57 9.15 11.15 13.15 15.15 17.45 19.15 21.45

Kirkmichael Shop
Mon - Wed 7.45am - 6pm (closed 1 - 3pm) Thur, Fri 7.45am - 6pm Weekends 8am - 4pm

Kirkmichael Cafe
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am - 4pm

Community Councillors
Una Paton, Craig Farm 770210, Henry Anderson, Craigard 770242

Bea Holden, 18 Main Street 770247

Balbeg Country Holidays Self Catering 01655 770665
 www.balbeg.co.uk

Blairquhan Estate Self Catering 01655 770239
 www.blairquhan.co.uk

Genoch Cottage Self Catering 0141 258 4474
 www.genochcottage.com
 liffygrant@talktalk.net

Holly Tree Cottage Self Catering 01655 770247
 www.straiton.org.uk

Hazel Lodge B&B 01655 770660

Old Garden Cottage B&B 01655 770370
 www.oldgardencottage.com

Toll Cottage Self Catering 0141 341 0558

Accommodation

Church
Church of Scotland service 
every Sunday at 12 noon

Straiton Stores
Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm
Sat, Sun 8am - 4pm
Dry cleaning is collected/ 
delivered on Mon and Thurs

Post Office
Mon & Thurs 3.15 - 4.15pm

Library
Mobile van visits every fourth 
Thursday 11.30am

Post Box Collection Times
Mon - Fri  4pm 
Sat 11am

Bank
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Mondays 1.30 - 2pm

Fishmonger
Thurs 12.30 - 1.30pm

Butcher
Tue  10am 
Sat  10.30 - 11.15am

The Buck closed til Boxing Day
Coffee • Cakes • Crafts 
Boxing Day 11am-4pm 
January 2nd 11am-4pm 
Weekends 11am - 4pm

Coal
Fergusson 01292 591 543
MacPherson 01290 551 660

Logs
Blairquhan Estate 770239
Bobby McFadyen
1 Dalmellington Road
 07986 445 317


