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We would be delighted to have your news, announcements and events. Please email or write:
bea.holden@live.com 18 Main St. 770247

Julie Walker 5 Main St. 770276

The Carrick Tourism project, set up to promote this area, is entering 
the next stage. It is proposed that each village in Carrick have some 
heritage information to inform visitors about the area. For instance 
Dunure is celebrating ‘the immortals’ as Rennie Mackintosh and 
friends have an association with that village. Straiton is going to have 
a new information panel by the walks telling visitors about it’s history, 
flora and fauna. Another development, completely separate from the 
project is that the village now has it’s own website VisitStraiton.com 
created and set up by Jonathan Meuli as a gift to the village. It has 
lots of useful information for visitors to this area. In April VisitScotland 
Expo is at the SECC and I am going up to help out at Carrick’s 
stand to promote Straiton and Carrick to tour operators and travel 
journalists. Of course Straiton is not just for tourists. Visitors have 
often commented that Straiton still has that old-fashioned sense of 
community and which, sadly, many other communities have lost. 

After the exhibition in the Hall by WilloWind in January and then a 
further meeting which detailed other wind farm proposals around 
Straiton a group was formed – Save Straiton for Scotland – to cam-
paign against the developments. Information on progress can be 
found on the notice board outside The Buck and on the website.

Bea Holden

Happy Birthday
Molly McMillan 11 on 21st Feb
Lily May Reid 2 on 25th Feb
Sarah Mason 7 on 9th March
Harry McWhirter 7 on 15th Mar
Jack McWhirter 11 on 19th Mar
Lara Marshall 3 on 22nd Mar
Olivia McWhirter 9 on 18th May
Tess Colquhoun, 8 on 21st May

Happy 21st to Amy Sinclair on 
the 3rd March
Quite a few big birthdays were 
celebrated recently including; 
Neil McWhirter who was 40 in 
January, Will McMillan turned 
50 as did Tibby McMillan and 
Beverley Upton. Congratulations 
also to Mary Arthur who was 70 
in March.



Nicole Gray
Podiatry BSc (hons) MChS
HPC Registered

T 07870 581 171
E nicole44_45@hotmail.com

Mobile Chiropody

How to contact 
your local 

and national 
representatives

Along with Kirkmichael and 
Crosshill, Straiton has three 
community councillors and their 
contact details can be found 
on the back page. Meetings are 
usually held on the last Tuesday 
of the month alternating between 
the three villages. Contact 
details for other representatives 
are as follows:

Maybole, North Carrick and 
Coylton Councillors

Ann Galbraith
Home Tel: 01655 740447
Office Tel: 01292 612687
Email: ann.galbraith@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

Brian Connolly
Mobile Tel: 07970 540591
Office Tel: 01292 612274
Email: brian.connolly@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

William Grant
Mobile Tel: 07794037597
Office Tel: 01292 612479
Email: william.grant@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

Sandra Goldie
Home Tel: 01292 570054
Office Tel: 01292 612293
Email: sandra.goldie@south-
ayrshire.gov.uk

MSP and MP

Adam Ingram MSP
Office 1, 4 The Square,
Cumnock KA18 1BG 
Tel: 01290 425874
Email: adam.ingram.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

Sandra Osborne MP
139 Main St, Ayr KA8 8BX
Fax: 01292 885661
Email: sandra.osborne.mp@
parliament.uk

Easter Lunch
Once again Straiton Fellowship organised a delightful and delicious 
Easter Sunday Lunch in the Hall. For just a few pounds heartwarm-
ing soup, sandwiches with various fillings, shortbread, tea and coffee 
could be enjoyed. This was followed by a raffle and, as usual, prizes 
were many and a credit to the generosity of those who had donated 
them. A total of £327 was raised and will towards much needed 
church funds. The beautiful St Cuthbert’s Church requires more work 
to be done to maintain it and requires careful and specialist restora-
tion. Rev Gerald Jones wished everyone a Happy Easter, and thanked 
all those who had provided and served the lunch and all those who 
had turned out to enjoy it.

Catherine Logan 
with Rev Gerald 
Jones chatting after 
their lunch. As you 
can see the tables 
were beautifully 
decorated with 
spring flowers.

Sarah Thomson with 
her daughter, Frances 

and granddaughter 
Beth.

Village News
Congratulations to Isla Cruick-
shanks and Andy Hardy (Dyke 
Cottage) on the birth of their son, 
Robbie on the 4th February.
Our congratulations also go to 
Helen Wright and Rody Boyce 
on the birth of Jacob born on the 
11th February. 
Both boys were over 5lbs when 
born and are making good pro-
gress, putting on a few pounds 
since then and have already 
started playgroup!
Well done to Beverley Upton 
who has a new job. Beverley is 
now Key Account Manager with 
Corma Showers Ltd and has a 
beautiful new company car to go 
with her new job.

Parish of Straiton
1791-1799 An Extract from the Statistical 

Account of Scotland
By Mr William Crawford, Assistant to the Rev Mr McDermit

Soil, Surface and Climate &c. In a parish of such extent, there is, 
as might be expected, a variety of soils, and diversity of climate. 
The greater part of the surface is only fit for pasturage. The south-
east part of the parish, though not very high, is extremely wild and 
rocky, having a number of small lakes scattered here and there in 
it, abounding with excellent trout. There is one farm, containing 
upwards of 6000 acres, which does not pay to the proprietor 
above 50 l. of yearly rent. A great deal, even of the arable part 
of the parish, is employed in raising cattle. The farmer reaps a 
greater, at least more certain profit, this way, than from tillage. The 
land employed in raising corn, bears a very small proportion to 
the whole. The proportion is much smaller now, than it seems to 
have been about 50 or 60 years backwards. The quality of the 
grain sown annually may amount to 600 bolls. The soil, in which 
it is sown, is generally either an earthy gravel, or a light loam. In 
the neighbourhood of the village, and in the barony of Whitefoord, 
oats will yield 6 or 7 feeds at an average, and barley in proportion. 
Wheat, in some seasons, succeeds very well; but, being rather 
precarious, is very little cultivated. The climate is temperate and 
healthy, and the soil, in general, dry; so that the farmers winter 
their young cattle, without ever bringing them into a house. The 
snow seldom lies long, especially about the village. A person 
travelling from the east, as he approaches it, is sensibly struck 
with the warmer temperature of the air. The harvest is remarkably 
early, considering the proximity of the hills.
The disease, most fatal in the parish, is consumption on the 
lungs. The small-pox carried off very few, the practice of inocula-
tion having become very general, even among the lower orders 
of the people. There are, in the parish, several persons who have 
reached the age of 80, some 90, and one 100.

Detail of the 1775 Armstrong map showing Straiton 

Kirkmichael Klarion
The third issue of the Kirk-
michael Klarion is out now. 
The newsletter has gone from 
strength to strength since it 
started again. It is available 
from the shop in Kirkmichael 
and, at 50p for full colour 
throughout, is a bargain. 
There’s an excellent article 
on birds by expert, Gordon 
Riddle, school news, garden-
ing tips and all the latest from 
the groups in Kirkmichael. 

Soup & Sweet
Enjoy some delicious soup 
and scrumptious sweets 

at the McCandlish Hall on 
Sunday May 12th 1pm.

A beautiful selection of 
cards, photographs and 

prints will also be on sale. 
All proceeds to the Save Straiton 

for Scotland campaign



Scottish Afternoon
On Friday 25th January the school held a Scottish Poetry Competition.  
The winner in the Junior Section was Harry McWhirter – her recited 
Scottish Rain by Tom Bryan; the Senior Winner was Cameron Nisbet 
– he recited The Auld Troot by S.T. Ross. Congratulations to our 
Burns Winners! 
Everyone recited poem.
P2:  Scottish Rain
P3: Jenny Wi The Mumps
P4: The Auld Troot
P6: Willie Wastle
P7: To a Mouse

Welly Walk
Every Wednesday, the nursery boys and girls will be on a Welly Walk 
in the village. They have been out in all weathers!

Burns Museum Visit
On Wednesday 30th January the school visited the Burns Museum 
for an informative day of activities relating to Burns.

Straiton Primary

Maybole Charity Shop
Straiton Primary School took the charity shop in Maybole for a week 
and raised a staggering £1,431.90. Well done! A big thank you to 
everyone who donated stock, helped out, bought raffle tickets and 
items from the shop. 
The money will be used for either getting some playground equip-
ment for the school or for outdoor activities or a combination of both. 
The school already has some huge inner tubes (provided by Neil 
McWhirter) filled with sand for the younger children to play in. Other 
ideas include outdoor blackboards and a possibly a covered area 
so children could do more activities outside and have their packed 
lunches outdoors in the summer months.

Katie Nisbet, Shirley Carter and Alison Stokes take a moment to 
smile for the camera during a busy morning.

Sponsored Abseil
Fancy seeing four intrepid men 
and women dangle on the end 
of a rope 100ft up? Get along 
to Mauchline Gorge on the 
14th April and support Shona 
McMillan (Dalmellington Rd), 
Jock Marshall (Dalmorton), 
Robbie Kidd (Kirkmichael) and 
Miss McBean the teacher from 
Straiton Primary. They are all 
abseiling down the Gorge to 
raise some funds for Straiton 
Primary School. 
Funds raised from this venture 
are to be used for adventure 
activities for the children. These 
are run by ACE (Activity Centre 
for Education) based in Girvan. 
Some of the pursuits they offer 
include; kayaking, bush craft, 
coasteering, open canoeing, 
gorge walking and river tubing.

On the far side of Straiton, on 
the hill road
�e farm names change to 
Gaelic.
So does the country, bare 
moorland with no fences,
the rock teeth tearing at the 
base of clouds
by Ayrshire poet, William Neill 

Somewhere under all those drifts is the road to 
Bennan by Stepends Cottage. Above is a wintery 
McCandlish Hall and below is a snow plough 
struggling through at the entrance to Straiton at 
Dalmellington Road. 

Looks like Will McMillan (Dalmellington Road) has got out of 
gardening for a while!

If you can’t beat it - enjoy it! 

Jennie and Lorna (Fowlers Croft)



An artist, a waterfall and a dramatic moment
Rossetti Linn – the name romantic as the place itself. A gushing, gurgling 
waterfall that cascades over the rocks and boulders of Lambdoughty 
Burn, mesmerising visitors to Lady Hunter Blair’s beloved glen.

Follow the path there through the trees, and you are walking in the 
footsteps of a great artist – Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Poet, painter, and 
leading light of the Pre-Raphaelite movement, the waterfall’s famous 
namesake once stood dangerously close to the edge, transfixed by the 
torrents plunging into the swirling pool 30ft below him.

Seven years previously, his wife and muse, Lizzie Siddal, famous as 
Ophelia afloat on the river, had died of a laudanum overdose. Grief-
stricken, Rossetti consigned his manuscript of poetry to her coffin, 
writing little in the years that followed. 

In the summer of 1869, he travelled to Ayrshire as a guest of fellow poet 
and painter, William Bell Scott, at Penkill Castle. Home to Scott’s intimate 
friend, artist Alice Boyd, the castle had become a favourite summer 
haunt for the Pre-Raphaelite circle. 

But, during Rossetti’s visit, his friends grew alarmed. Tormented by 
Lizzie’s death, he talked of suicide. On an outing to Straiton’s scenic falls, 
they feared he might well be true to his word. William Bell Scott writes in 
his ‘Autobiographical Notes’:

Looking over Rossetti Linn into The Devil’s Punchbowl

“Miss Boyd sometimes drove us about the country…One day she took 
us to the Lady’s Glen, a romantic ravine in which the stream falls into a 
black pool round which the surrounding vertical rocks have been worn, 
by thousands of years of rotating flood, into a circular basin, called, 
as many such have been designated, the Devil’s Punchbowl. We all 
descended to the overhanging margin of the superincumbent rock; but 
never shall I forget the expression of Gabriel’s face when he bent over 
the precipice, peering into the unfathomed water dark as ink, in which 
sundry waifs flew round and round like lost souls in hell...it said, as both 
Miss Boyd and I at the same moment interpreted it, ‘One step forward, 
and I am free!’ But his daily talk of suicide had not given him courage. 
The chance so suddenly and unexpectedly brought within his grasp 
paralysed him. I advanced to him — trembling, I confess, for I could 
not speak. I could not have saved him. We were standing on a surface 
slippery as glass by the wet green lichen. Suddenly he turned round, 
and put his hand in mine, an action which showed he was losing self-
command, and that fear was mastering him. When we were safely away, 
we all sat down together without a word, but with faces too conscious of 
each other’s thoughts.”

Thankfully, Rossetti did not leap into the dramatic falls that now bear his 
name. Encouraged by Scott to ‘live for your poetry’, he began to write 
again in earnest, penning ‘The Stream’s Secret’ by Penwhapple Burn. 
But, on his return to London, events took a macabre twist. He sought 
permission from the Home Secretary to exhume the buried manuscript 
from his wife’s grave in Highgate Cemetery. The deed was carried out in 
the dead of night to avoid scandal. 

He went on to publish this controversial collection of poetry; and, of 
course, to paint more of his stunning portraits of titian-haired goddesses 
that so epitomise the Pre-Raphaelite movement – works of art as awe-
inspiring as Rossetti Linn, the waterfall that had terrified him with its 
wild beauty.

Kathleen Good

The dramatic Rossetti Linn from below.

Hire Fabulous Fraser to entertain 
your guests with magic

Fabulous
Fraser

Fraser is a member of the  
Kilmarnock Magic Circle 

www.fabulousfraser.co.uk
or on 01655 770370 or email  
fraser@fabulousfraser.co.uk

Repertoire includes: Card tricks, 
Children’s tricks, Comedy tricks, 
Stage tricks, Balloon modelling, 
Large Prop tricks, Fire tricks and 
“Wow, how did he do that?”

Junior Badminton
8-16 years 6.30 - 8pm

Adult Badminton
over 16s 8 - 10pm

Mondays in the  
McCandlish Hall

Contact Jen Williams  
on 770254

All God’s children are not 
beautiful. Most of God’s children 
are, in fact, barely presentable.

Fran Lebowitz

Community Council
There are a few new faces 
on the Crosshill, Straiton and 
Kirkmichael Community Council.  
Mary Arthur is now representing 
Straiton along with Henry 
Anderson (Chair) and Bea Holden 
(Vice Chair). In Kirkmichael 
Patrick Lorimer has now joined 
John Haston (Secretary) and 
Campbell Smith (Treasurer). 
Crosshill is represented by Bill 
Greig; there are two vacant 
spaces in Crosshill and if you live 
in this area and are interested 
please let the Community 
Council know. It is possible to 
be co-opted for the year without 
having to commit to a longer 
period.
Leaving the Council are Don 
Macintyre, Alan Lees and Una 
Paton. Una was on the CC for 4 
years and will be greatly missed. 
Her grasp of land issues made 
her invaluable along with an 
in-depth knowledge of the area 
and people.
Mary Arthur attended Straiton 
Primary School and Carrick 
Academy. After becoming a 
teacher she entered the civil 
service rising up the ranks to 
head up a department MAFF in 
the Scottish Office. She lives 
in Straiton but spends time in 
Edinburgh with family.

The central support pillar of 
the footbridge at the bottom of 
the show field is damaged. The 
Council are to repair it at the 
beginning of April.



The Black Bull Hotel
Dinner served  
from 6 to 9pm

Open weekends  
for lunch and dinner

Beer Garden
Lovely room available 
for private functions

A warm welcome awaits you 
from Kenny and Jane

01655 770240

A Race Night - with a di�erence!
The best Race Night ever was organised by Straiton Primary School 
Council. Instead of the races being screened, usually a good fun 
evening, there were actual wooden horses attached to lengths of 
string which ‘jockeys’ had to wind in as quickly as possible to be the 
winner. Pity the poor punters who backed me; my horse didn’t get off 
the starting blocks when the winner was announced!
Bill Steven compered the evening in his usual humorous, witty and 
charismatic style. After all the races were over, we had dancing and, 
of course, the famous Straiton raffle which no evening would be com-
plete without. A total of £1,482.50 was made, a great achievement for 
a small community. This will go towards buying some more comput-
ers for the school as South Ayrshire Council are only able to supply 2 
computers per 30 pupils. 
Many thanks to all those who worked so hard behind the scenes and 
‘front of house’ to make it such an enjoyable and memorable evening.
Bea Holden

Cheers from Alison Stokes and 
Shirley Carter

Under starters orders

Running the bookies shop 
are Elaine Wise (Freedom 

Fields)  and Shona 
McMillan (Dalmellington 

Road)

Greg Hutcheson, Scott and Naomi (from Ayr and Maybole)

Tom Paton, concentrating hard 
as he races away!

Fishing Permits are available from Straiton 
Stores
  March - June July - Oct
Day Tickets £10 £15
Weekly Permits £30 £50

Kathleen Good (Main St) took 
part in the first ever Ayrshire 
Open Studios weekend 
recently. Kathleen is a graduate 
of Glasgow School of Art where 
she specialised in printed 
textiles. After graduating in 
1987 she worked as a freelance 
designer. As well as textiles, her 
experience includes illustrating 
greetings cards and designing 
home accessory and giftware 
collections. Her work has sold 
in designer outlets across the 
UK including Harvey Nichols. 
Kathleen also teaches part-
time, writes (see centre spread) 
and paints. Her skilful creations 
are available as originals and 
cards at:  
www.kathleengood.co.uk

Peter’s Pick
With the fishing season now underway, this poem, by Seamus Heaney 
seemed appropriate.

Trout

Hangs, a fat gun barrel, 
deep under arched bridges 
or slips like butter down 
the throat of the river

From depths smooth-skinned as plumbs, 
his muzzle gets bull’s eye; 
picks o� grass-seed and moths 
that vanish, torpedoed

Where water unravels 
over gravel-beds he 
is �red from the shallows, 
white belly reporting

�at; darts like tracer- 
bullet back between stones 
and is never burnt out. 
A volley of cold blood

ramrodding the current

Seamus Heaney 

Fishing Club News
The Fishing Club held their 
annual meeting just before the 
season resumed in mid March. 
As the Club’s finances were in 
good shape it was agreed that 
the fees would remain at 2012 
rates. New members include 
Peter Clapton, Joanna Clapton, 
Charles Craig and Graham 
White. Members were informed 
that Kerr Wyllie had intimated his 
intention to resign his Presidency 
and it was unanimously agreed 
that he be given Honorary 
Membership in recognition of 
his work to the club and his 
length of membership (since 
1983). Bob Shanks became the 
new President and Phil Briggs 
became Vice President.
Apart from the Club keeping on 
the Milton stretch of the Girvan 
it was agreed that we adopt the 
Approach Loch and also stock 
this with trout.
Fly tuition was seen to be desired 
by a number of members and 
tuition, possibly at the Approach 
Loch, was to be offered. Details 
to follow.
Competition Dates:
Brown Trout - 18th May 1-5pm, 
fly only
Sea Trout - 14th June 
8pm-midnight, fly only
Salmon 14th Sept 1-5pm
An organised bank clearing 
day is to take place on Sunday 
7th April with all available 
participants to meet at 10am at 
the Crosshill Bridge, with what 
equipment they can muster. It 
was suggested that members 
use the email system to notify 
others when they intended to 
undertake bank clearing in the 
future in order to seek additional 
support.



Cockburn�
Gallery

Fine Art & Restoration

The Cockburn Gallery staff 
cordially invite you to visit the 

gallery to view our  
10th Anniversary Exhibition. 
The gallery has a wide range 
of paintings and prints keenly 

priced with discounts on certain 
works. We have recently 

acquired new and exciting stock 
by renowned artists such as 

Peter Howson, Frank Mcfadden, 
Grahame McKean. Exclusive 
glassware is also available 

making excellent gifts.
Gallery staff are keen to 

welcome you to  
visit and browse at your leisure.  
You may find that unique gift  

for that someone special in your 
life or possibly select a treat for 

yourself. 
Open Thur-Sat 10-5pm

Sunday 12-4pm
41 High Street, Maybole

Ayrshire KA19 7AB
01655 884067

e: cockburngallery@live.com
w: www.cockburngallery.net

Curtains, Cushions & Crafts
Curtain, Blind and Pelmet Making Service

Free measure and estimate
Samantha Jane McWhirter 14 Dalmellington Road, Straiton KA19 7NG
01655 770315 or 07884 076 313  samjomcwhirter.309@btinternet.com

In memoriam
Mr James Reid Coulter 1958 - 2013

The community was saddened to hear of the death on Sunday 30th 
January, of Reid Coulter, formerly of Straiton, and lately of Newmar-
ket, near Cambridge. Born and brought up at The Black Bull, Reid 
attended Straiton Primary School and Carrick Academy. Thereafter, 
as a teenager, he moved to England, initially to train in veterinary 
work, but then choosing a horse-related career. In a long and distin-
guished career as a Master Horseman, Reid became Stud Manager 
at Newmarket from 2003-2006, while, more recently, he was work-
ing for himself from rented stables in Norfolk, spending much of his 
time foaling mares. In his professional life, Reid travelled widely: to 
Kentucky in the USA, and regularly to Ireland, where he came into 
contact with well-known racehorse owners and trainers. Neverthe-
less, Reid liked to return to Scotland for hiking and cycling holidays, 
and he still regarded his beloved Ayrshire as his true home. Reid’s 
passing at 54 was untimely, though he has left behind him a good and 
lasting impression among those for whom he worked, and among 
those family members and friends who knew him and loved him – to 
whom our deepest sympathy is now offered.

Mrs Margaret Armour Young Wilson 1921 -2013

The community was also saddened to learn of the peaceful pass-
ing on Sunday, 30th January, of Mrs Margaret Wilson, formerly of 
High Garphar, Straiton, and most recently of Forest Way in Ayr. Mar-
garet and her late husband Willie Wilson, who predeceased her in 
October 2009, were from 1948/9 much-loved and highly-respected 
members of the district farming fraternity, and though having retired 
to Ayr about 1982-83, retained a strong affection for Straiton and its 
people, and continued to take an active interest in village matters. 
Margaret was laid to rest in Straiton Cemetery, in the heart of the 
countryside that had always meant so much to her, after which a Ser-
vice of Thanksgiving for her life was held in Castlehill Church in Ayr. 
To her daughters Ann and Margaret, and to all other family members 
and friends, we offer our deepest sympathy, as we fondly remember 
Willie and Margaret Wilson, giving thanks to Almighty God for the 
years they shared so generously with us.

Geoff Campbell
Painter&Decorator

Interior and exterior work 
carried out to the highest 

standard
Knockdon, near Straiton

01655 770262 
(evenings only)

In memoriam
The Late Mrs Elizabeth Gordon (Betty) Lapsley 1930 - 2013

Betty Lapsley was a lady with a welcoming home and heart, very much 
a people person, whose company, conversation and compassion 
touched our lives in many meaningful ways. Born in Girvan in 1930, 
and brought up at Dalrymple Junction, Betty Smith was dux pupil of 
Dalrymple Primary School in 1942. Thereafter, she attended Ayr Acad-
emy; and while wanting to be a teacher, family circumstances meant 
she had to leave her studies in 1946 for a short-hand typing post. In 
1953 Betty married Tom Lapsley, by whom she had two daughters and 
one son; Vivienne, Dorothy and Ian, and became a devoted housewife.
In 1968 Betty entered Craigie College, qualifying as a teacher in 1971. 
Her first appointment was at Tarbolton Primary, followed by Newton 
Park School in Ayr, and then Alloway Primary for many years. She 
always wanted to teach Primary One; and her last appointment at Strai-
ton, from which she retired in 1990, fulfilled this lifelong ambition. After 
retirement, Betty’s involvement continued, as she taught the children 
the Scots tongue, introduced them to the works of Burns, and prepared 
them for their annual Scottish afternoon.
As a devotee of Burns, Betty could easily quote from the Bard’s poetry 
and other works. For some years she was a member of Alloway and Ayr 
Burns Clubs, often called on to give The Toast to the Lasses at Burns 
Suppers. Betty would have agreed with the Bard that man’s dominion 
has broken Nature’s social union, as much as she would have pro-
fessed – in her dealings with others – that rank is but the guinea stamp, 
a man’s a man for a that.
Betty was a true country lady; which may have derived from her child-
hood in the 1930s, growing up with hens and chickens. She loved 
Scotland, especially the Highlands, with a lasting affection for Aviemore 
and The Cairngorms; and also for Girvan. She was an avid reader, well-
informed in history and politics, and relished lively political discussion.
Betty was also a lover of music (classical, pop, and the big bands), 
who played the piano, taught her pupils at Tarbolton and Alloway the 
recorder, and could dance to the Spice Girls! Well-rehearsed at public 
speaking and telling jokes, Betty’s favourite comedy was Scotch and 
Wry, and favourite football team, Ayr United!
Betty was never one to travel. In 2003, however, she and Tom went to 
Belgium to visit Bert Lapsley’s memorial, Tom’s brother, killed in action 
in 1940 – this being her only visit abroad. Betty preferred the train to 
the plane and their Golden Wedding was marked by a trip on the Orient 
Express. Skilled in many things, Betty never mastered modern technol-
ogy: mobiles and computers remained a mystery.
We recall in Betty, a public-spirited lady, who, immersed herself in 
village life. This included her being Guild President, Sunday School 
teacher, Christian Aid collection organiser, and faithful member of this 
congregation; also serving as Hall Committee secretary, when Tom was 
treasurer, and supporting whist drives.
We also remember Betty’s charitable spirit. Betty, quietly but gener-
ously, gave to many worthy causes: Christian Aid, Cancer Research, 
Marie Curie Cancer Care, RNLI, Red Cross, and the Salvation Army. 
Above all, Betty loved her family: she was devoted to Tom, to Vivienne, 
Dorothy and Ian, and to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
We offer our deepest sympathy to Tom, and to all members of Betty’s 
family, with our prayer that the risen Christ of Easter may sustain them 
now and in days to come.

Road Show
South Ayrshire Council recently 
equipped a large van to go round 
some of the more rural areas 
getting people’s opinions about 
what matters to them. The driver 
mentioned that Straiton was by 
far the busiest he’d ever seen the 
vehicle. We were invited to write 
on post it notes and attach them 
to boards set up in the vehicle. 
It will be some time before the 
Council will be able to collate 
all the information and get back 
with results.

SOUTH AYRSHIRE  
SENIORS FORUM

South Ayrshire Seniors Forum 
are having an Information Road 
Show for the over 50s in Girvan 
at the North Parish Church 
Montgomerie St KA26 9HE on 
Thursday April 4th 2013.
From 10.30am to 3.30pm
The Road Show is designed to 
provide older people with useful 
information from different agen-
cies e.g. housing; benefits; 
access to information for those 
with various disabilities; universal 
benefits; and much more.
The programme will include:  
Tea and Coffee at 11am with 
reminiscent music and singing  
12 noon alternative therapies  
1pm food and drink  
2pm alternative therapies; 
2.30pm more singing
Entrance is free and we hope the 
day will be an enjoyable one.
Further details can be had by 
contacting us at:
137 Main Street Ayr KA8 8BX 
Tel: 01292 286815 
Email – Secretary@sasf.co.uk



Service 361 is provided by Stagecoach (Strathclyde Partnership for Transport)

Traveline Scotland 0871 200 22 33 open 24 hours 7 days a week

Bus Timetable Mon to Sat. On leaving Ayr the bus stops outside Skills Development on Carrick St and 
Burns Statue Square

Straiton 7.00 9.17 11.17 13.17 15.17 17.47 19.17 21.47
Crosshill 7.15 9.25 11.25 13.25 15.25 17.55 19.25 21.55
Kirkmichael 7.26 9.32 11.32 13.32 15.32 10.02 19.32 22.02
Maybole 7.33 9.40 11.40 13.40 15.40 18.10 19.40 22.10
Ayr Hosp 7.48 10.05 12.05 14.05 16.05 18.35 20.05 22.35
Ayr 8.03 10.20 12.20 14.20 16.20 18.50 20.20 22.50

Ayr 6.02 8.12 10.12 12.12 14.12 16.42 18.12 20.42
Ayr Hosp 6.18 8.29 10.26 12.26 14.26 16.56 18.26 20.56
Maybole 6.36 8.51 10.51 12.51 14.51 17.21 18.51 21.21
Kirkmichael 6.43 8.59 10.59 12.59 14.59 17.29 18.59 21.29
Crosshill 6.50 9.07 11.07 13.07 15.07 17.37 19.07 21.45
Straiton 6.57 9.15 11.15 13.15 15.15 17.45 19.15 21.45

Kirkmichael Shop
Mon - Wed 7.45am - 6pm (closed 1 - 3pm) Thur, Fri 7.45am - 6pm Weekends 8am - 4pm

Kirkmichael Cafe
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am - 4pm

Balbeg Country Holidays Self Catering 01655 770665
 www.balbeg.co.uk

Blairquhan Estate Self Catering 01655 770239
 www.blairquhan.co.uk

Genoch Cottage Self Catering 0141 258 4474
 www.genochcottage.com
 liffygrant@talktalk.net

Holly Tree Cottage Self Catering 01655 770247
 www.straiton.org.uk

Hazel Lodge B&B 01655 770660

Old Garden Cottage B&B 01655 770370
 www.oldgardencottage.com

Toll Cottage Self Catering 0141 341 0558

Accommodation

Church
Church of Scotland service 
every Sunday at 12 noon

Straiton Stores
Mon - Fri 7am - 6pm
Sat, Sun 8am - 4pm
Dry cleaning is collected/ 
delivered on Mon and Thurs

Post Office
Mon & Thurs 3.15 - 4.15pm

Library
Mobile van visits every fourth 
Thursday 11.30am

Post Box Collection Times
Mon - Fri  4pm 
Sat 11am

Bank
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Mondays 1.30 - 2pm

Fishmonger
Thurs 12.30 - 1.30pm

Butcher
Tue  10am 
Sat  10.30 - 11.15am

The Buck 
Coffee • Cakes • Crafts 
Open Wed - Sun11am-5pm 
Closed Mon, Tue except bank 
holidays.

Coal
Fergusson 01292 591 543
MacPherson 01290 551 660

Logs
Blairquhan Estate 770239
Bobby McFadyen
1 Dalmellington Road
 07986 445 317

Community Councillors
Henry Anderson, Craigard 770242 henry.craigard@googlemail.com 

Mary Arthur, 24 Main Street 770318 maryarthur_ethel@hotmail.co.uk
Bea Holden, 18 Main Street 770247 bea.holden@live.com


